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Interview With Pocket Could Patel Taylor’s

founder Marc Vlessing almshouse-inspired homes

Survey Take the Ad for over-65s in east London

Housing questionaire keen to downsize help to
free up social housing?
asks Owen Pritchard

By Merlin Fulcher

he AdJ can exclusively reveal the winners

of Pocket's invited contest for a new
generation of compact and affordable two-
hedroom apartments in London.

David Kohn Architects, HAT Projects, Mikhail
Riches Architects, Henley Halebrown Rorrison
and Weston Williamson + Partners have all been
commended and earmarked for future projects
hy the property developer.

Nineteen architects were invited to design

innovative ‘two-hedroom/two-person’

units for Londoners priced out of the
MORE open market but unable to qualify for
HOMES social housing.
Pocket hopes the competition

will lead to a new category within
the Greater London Authority's
space standards, which currently
only recommend ‘two-bedroom/
three-person’ units measuring 61m?.

The contest’s winning designs are smaller,
ranging from 51m? (Henley Halebrown Rorrison)
to 58m?* (David Kohn).

The ambitious move comes four years after
Pocket successfully lobbied for the mayor's
guidelines to include one bedroom ‘micro’
apartments measuring 37m?, It now sells these at
a 20 per cent discount of market rates.

The company's co-founder and chief executive
Marc Vlessing said: 'This competition marks
the beginning of plans to extend our model
of affordable housing to families and joint
huyers who would otherwise he priced off the
housing ladder.

ALL IMAGES COURTESY OF THE ARCHITECTS/POCKET
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A series of elegantly planned and

multifunctional rooms combine to provide a
compelling, civilised, and beautiful home.'
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